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Human trafficking is most often the result of compounding

vulnerabilities in an individual or family's life.  And this present

COVID-19 crisis is drastically increasing those risk factors.  We

already had a serious problem.  It's about to get much bigger.

IN BRIEF

Individuals seeking, creating, and accessing child

pornographic images and live-stream abuse videos has

increased dramatically during this time.  The commercial

sexual exploitation of any minor in the United States (and

of every individual, regardless of age, by force, fraud, or

coercion) is by definition human trafficking.  Even in the

age of stay-at-home orders, these forms of exploitation

are taking place, both in the US and abroad.  

 

Additionally, with children and youth spending more time

online, there is a much greater risk of their coming into

contact with predators and traffickers.

O N L I N E  C H I L D  S E X U A L

E X P L O I T A T I O N

I N C R E A S I N G  R I S K  F A C T O R S
Domestic violence, isolation, child abuse,

exploitation, unemployment, hunger, lack of

healthcare, lack of access to services, poverty, and

social marginalization are all vulnerabilities that

traffickers exploit - and they are all on the rise.

OVERVIEW



U N E M P L O Y M E N T
As unemployment numbers continue to rise, this reality will force

people take any job that is offered to survive, without regard to fair

wages, safety, or other protective factors they would normally seek.

Both labor and sex traffickers will exploit individuals in this desperate

position - in the United States and everywhere else.

Earn your Human Trafficking Awareness Badge
to be ready to identify and report trafficking 
Read the Ways You Can Engage to Meet Needs
During the Pandemic blog
Share this information with others

WHAT
CAN YOU

DO?

CONTINUED

The closure and inaccessibility of services normally available for those in

urgent need due to stay-at-home orders, social distancing measures at

shelters (which is limiting the number of individuals who can be served),

and the decrease of donations for nonprofits who would normally be filling

the gap but are now facing major gaps in their own financial ability to do so,

will all negatively impact the identification of victims.

 

Further, survivors everywhere who often rely on community programs and

services for ongoing support, are at a higher risk of re-exploitation when

they are unable to receive needed assistance or lose their jobs.

I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  &  P R O T E C T I O N  O F  V I C T I M S

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON
HUMAN TRAFFICKING

ABC News, FBI Task Force Focuses on Human Trafficking Amid Coronavirus

Greater New Orleans Human Trafficking Task Force, Responding During
the COVID-19 Pandemic Info for Greater New Orleans Service Providers

International Organization of Migration, COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #14: Human Trafficking

Polaris, COVID-19 May Increase Human Trafficking in Vulnerable Communities

United Nations News, COVID-19 Putting Human Trafficking Victims at Risk of Further Exploitation, Experts Warn

United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, COVID-19 Urgent Need for Child Protective Services to
Mitigate the Risk of Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation Worldwide

https://justiceu.engagetogether.com/courses/humantraffickingawareness/
https://engagetogether.com/2020/03/23/ways-you-can-engage-to-meet-needs-during-the-pandemic/
https://abcnews.go.com/US/fbi-task-force-focuses-human-trafficking-amid-coronavirus/story?id=70329172&fbclid=IwAR2x1zYDGz0xMxGWyP56OSOJ9ftkmsT_jOY2gjDegQMr2HJTuXr9E5avOUI#new_tab
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TMwGbYbexQejRqmgK6veNs2P1JQwTGTTHyf-peOpvlI/edit
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_14_human_trafficking.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25865&Langhttps://polarisproject.org/blog/2020/04/covid-19-may-increase-human-trafficking-in-vulnerable-communities/ID=E
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/05/1063342
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25865&LangID=E

